DOG SHOWING

DUE TO ITS GREAT POPULARITY OVER THE LAST TWENTY ODD YEARS OR SO, THE 'STAFFORD' HAS
BECOME ONE OF THE MOST COMPETITIVE BREEDS TO EXHIBIT. WITH AN AIM TO IMPROVING YOUR
CHANCES IN THE RING, CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE APPLIED TO TWO REQUIREMENTS. FIRSTLY,
YOUR DOG MUST ATTAIN A STANDARD OF BREED ACCEPTABILITY AND YOU TO ACQUIRE THE
EXPERTISE TO ASSIST AND IMPROVE YOUR DOG'S PRESENCE DURING THE TIME IT IS IN THE RING.

BRINGING A WELL-TRAINED DOG INTO THE RING, A KNOWLEDGEABLE HANDLER WILL ENHANCE ITS
STATUS AND PRESENCE AND INSTALL A FEELING OF COMPLETE PRIDE OF ACHIEVEMENT IN HIS OR
HER HANDLING ABILITY. RING PRESENCE AND CHARACTER IS A GREAT ASSET. IF A DOG IS HAPPY
AND COMFORTABLE WHEN BEING HANDLED IT IS LIKELY DUE TO THE RAPPORT BETWEEN YOURSELF
AND YOUR CHARGE.

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN AN EXPERIENCED HANDLER AND A NOVICE IS EXEMPLIFIED BY THE
METHOD OF APPLICATION. YOU MUST ENTER THE RING WITH A POSITIVE ATTITUDE BY THINKING
'MINE IS THE BEST' NOT ASKING YOURSELF THE QUESTION 'IS MINE THE BEST' AND DEMONSTRATE
THIS BY YOUR SEEMINGLY APPARENT CONFIDENCE.

MANY NEWCOMERS MAKE THE MISTAKE BY USING A SLACK COLLAR. THIS CAN PROVE A
HINDRANCE. MAKE SURE BEFORE ENTERING THE RING THE COLLAR IS PROPERLY ADJUSTED,
ALLOWING YOU GREATER CONTROL OVER YOUR DOG, I WOULD NEVER RECOMMEND SLIP LEADS
THESE CAN BE A BIG DISADVANTAGE IF YOUR DOG IS A LITTLE UNRULY.

VARIOUS FORMS AND WAYS OF STANDING YOUR DOG CAN BE APPLIED. YOU MAY SQUAT, KNEEL, OR,
IF YOU HAVE A WELL-TRAINED DOG, YOU MAY WISH TO HIGHLIGHT THE FACT BY STANDING UPRIGHT
BEHIND HIM AND HOLDING THE LEAD IN AN OUTWARD FASHION. THE LATTER MAY SEEM IMPRESSIVE
AND APPEAR INFLUENTIAL; UNFORTUNATELY, YOU MAY BE MAGNIFYING FAULTS YOU MAY NOT BE
UNAWARE OF FROM YOUR LOFTY POSITION -FOR INSTANCE, UNAWARE OFF A STEEP UPPER ARM OR
OVER LOADED SHOULDERS CAUSING THE ELBOWS TO PROTRUDE OR PERHAPS THE TOP LINE HAVING
DROPPED A LITTLE. THESE DISCREPANCIES ARE MORE EASILY RECTIFIED FROM A KNEELING
POSITION. A FURTHER FAULT I SEE, HANDLERS STANDING IN FRONT OF THEIR CHARGE WHEN BEING
EXAMINED FROM THE REAR, BY DOING SO PUSH THE HEAD BACK CAUSING THE TOP LINE TO DIP.
STAND TO THE SIDE, PULL THE COLLAR UPWARD AND FORWARD IF YOU THINK YOUR DOG NEEDS
FURTHER ENHANCEMENT.

HANDLERS HAVE VARIOUS METHODS OF STANDING AND PLACING THEIR DOGS. ADJUST THE FRONT
LEGS FIRST IN THE CORRECT POSITION BEFORE PROCEEDING TO THE REAR QUARTERS
REMEMBERING TO PLACE EACH FOOT SEPARATELY. I FIND IT IS FAR BETTER TO PLACE EACH LEG
INDIVIDUALLY INTO ITS DESIGNATED PLACE. AVOID MAKING THE MISTAKE OF PLACING YOUR HAND
BETWEEN THE BACK LEGS TO POSITION THEM; THIS CAN CAUSE THE DOG TO STAND WITH A
STRAIGHTER REAR ANGLE THAN ITS NATURAL STANCE. A FURTHER FAULT TO BE AVOIDED IS
STRETCHING THE FRONT QUARTERS TOO FAR FORWARD AND THE REAR END TOO FAR BACKWARDS
CAUSING THE DOG TO GIVE A VERITABLE IMITATION OF AN OLD FASHIONED ROCKING HORSE
RESULTING IN AN UNWANTED DIPPY TOP-LINE.
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'SO FAR, SO GOOD' - NOT QUITE - CHECK THE HEAD IS CORRECTLY ANGLED AND LOOKING
STRAIGHT AHEAD. REFRAIN FROM LIFTING THE MUZZLE TOO HIGH; THIS CAN LOSE SIGHT OF
DEFINITION AND EXPRESSION. BE AWARE NOT PLACE YOUR HAND OVER THE ANIMAL'S FACE, DOING
SO YOU ARE LIKELY TO OBLITERATE YOUR DOG'S GREATEST ASSET.

EMPHASIZE YOUR DOG'S FINER POINTS AND TRY TO DISGUISE FAULTS. LOOK ON IT AS A CONTEST
BETWEEN YOU AND THE JUDGE. THEY HOLD MOST OF ACES AND YOU REALLY SHOULDN'T SUCCEED,

HOWEVER, IT HAPPENS.

WE (IN THE UK) HAVE THE FORTUNATE OPTION OF BEING ABLE TO CHOOSE OUR OWN POSITION
WHERE TO STAND ON ENTERING THE RING, UNLIKE SOME OTHER COUNTRIES WHERE THE
ALPHABETICAL ORDER SYSTEM IS USED. IF YOUR DOG ISN'T THE BEST OF MOVERS, STAND
SOMEWHERE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE LINE OR NEAR THE BEGINNING, AVOID BEING AT THE END. BY
THE TIME THE JUDGE HAS COMPLETED THE TASK OF GOING OVER EACH EXHIBIT, IT'S POSSIBLE
YOUR ANIMAL'S DEFINABLE FRAILTY HAS BEEN OVERLOOKED. MOST JUDGES MAKE THEIR FINAL
CHOICE DURING THEIR LAST ASSESSMENT ANYWAY AND IT IS QUITE LIKELY YOUR DOG’S FAULTY
ACTION HAS LONG BEEN FORGOTTEN BY THEN.

I FOUND THAT A DOG ALWAYS LOOKS ITS BEST AFTER IMMEDIATELY BEING STOOD FOR
PRESENTATION. DURING A LARGE CLASS I FIND MANY EXHIBITORS POSING THEIR DOGS LONG
BEFORE NECESSARY. IT SEEMS TO ALERT A SIGNAL FOR MANY TO STAND THEIR DOGS, EVEN THOSE
AT THE BACK END OF THE LINE UP WHO ARE UNLIKELY TO COME UNDER THE JUDGES EYE FOR A
FURTHER TEN MINUTES OR MORE WILL FALL INTO THIS CATEGORY. IN THIS TIME YOUR DOG STARTS
TO RELAX, MOVES A FOOT; DROP'S ITS TOP-LINE OR PERFORMS SOME OTHER UNWANTED
DISPLACEMENT - WAIT AND WATCH THE JUDGE, ANTICIPATE THE RIGHT MOMENT WHEN TO STAND
YOUR DOG FOR ITS FINAL ASSESSMENT.

MOST JUDGES WILL COME UP WITH AN OVERALL APPRAISAL. OTHERS PERHAPS, A LITTLE 'PICKY'
ON CERTAIN POINTS AND WILL ESCHEW A FAULT THEY HAVE ENCOUNTERED IN THEIR OWN STOCK
OR WHICH TYPE THEY PREFER... IT IS MOST WISE AND PRUDENT TO DISCOVER WHAT THESE FOIBLES
ARE. KNOWLEDGE WILL EVENTUALLY BE GAINED FROM PAST EXPERIENCE. OTHER THAN THAT, KEEP
OPEN A COCKED EAR DURING CONVERSATION WITH SEASONED EXHIBITORS YOU FIND THIS
VALUABLE INFORMATION CAN SAVE YOURSELF A FEW QUID BEFORE WRITING OUT YOUR INTENDED
EXPENSIVE ENTRY.

ON ENTERING THE RING, SETTLE YOUR DOG DOWN WITH A COMFORTING PAT AND A QUIET WORD
OF ASSURANCE BEFORE STANDING OR THE CALL TO MOVE HIM. THIS CAN ACHIEVE A SOOTHING
AFFECT. DON'T BE AFRAID TO STOP IF YOUR DOG SETS OFF TOO FAST, REASSURE HIM BY A GENTLE

PAT AND START AGAIN.

Continued on Page 29



Continued from Page 26

DOG SHOWH\IG (CONTINUED)

MOVEMENT IS A MOST IMPORTANT POINT TO CONSIDER. FIND YOUR DOG’S BEST WALKING SPEED.
ASK A KNOWLEDGEABLE FRIEND TO ASSIST BY POINTING OUT ANY OBVIOUS FAULTS. SHOULD THE
ANIMAL WALK WITH A PADDING OR HACKNEY ACTION, OR MOVING CLOSE BEHIND, TRY MOVING AT
A SLOWER PACE OR FASTER SPEED UNTIL YOU FIND THE BEST TO SUIT YOUR DOG. A FURTHER TIP -
FIND THE BIGGEST MIRROR AVAILABLE BY PRACTISING IN FRONT, THERE YOU WILL IRON OUT A
NUMBER OF FAULTS AND MISTAKES

MANY PEOPLE FIND IT IS MOST UNCOMFORTABLE STANDING THE WRONG SIDE OF THEIR DOG.
MANY PREFER TO USE THE NATURAL HAND SIDE. PROBLEMS SURFACE WHEN THEY ARE REQUIRED TO
USE THE SIDE THEY ARE UNACCUSTOMED TO. BEING AMBIDEXTROUS IN THIS DEPARTMENT IS MOST
ADVANTAGEOUS. YOU WILL FIND FROM TIME TO TIME JUDGES REQUIRE THIS AWKWARD TASK TO BE
PERFORMED BY WANTING A 'SIDE - ON' VIEW. THEY ALSO MAY WISH TO HAVE DOGS STANDING FACE
ON OR PERHAPS BACK-TO-BACK. IF UNPREPARED, THIS WILL BE THE TIME FOR YOU TO CURSE YOUR
CAK-HANDED PERFORMANCE AND POSSIBLY THE LOSS OF THAT COVETED C.C. OR MERITORIOUS BEST
IN SHOW.

MATS AT INDOOR SHOWS ARE USUALLY PROVIDED. THESE ARE FOR YOUR DOG'S ASSISTANCE BY
ALLOWING MORE STABILITY AND GRIP TO THE FLOOR SURFACE. TAKE COGNISANCE OF THE FACT IT
IS DOG WHICH SHOULD BE THE ONE TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE MAT AND NOT THE HANDLER. MUCH
TO MY AMUSEMENT HAVE SEEN THIS LITTLE INDISCRETION APPLIED MANY TIMES. DURING A LARGE
CLASS ROOM ON THE MAT MAY BECOME A PREMIUM. AGAIN, IT IS PRUDENT TO MAKE SURE YOU
MANAGE TO OBTAIN YOUR OWN LITTLE SQUARE OF OPERATION RATHER THAN FIND YOURSELF
PUSHED OFF THE MAT AND TRYING TO STAND YOUR DOG WITH A GREAT DEGREE OF DIFFICULTY ON
A HIGHLY POLISHED SURFACE.

DON'T ALLOW YOUR DOG TO ENGAGE HIMSELF IN LONG BARKING/GROWLING CONFRONTATION
WITH THE NEXT DOG. I FEEL IT IS BAD MANNERS AND MOST UNSPORTSMANLIKE. THE ODD SPAT
CAN BE OVERLOOKED, CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE SHOWN TOWARD OTHER EXHIBITS WHICH ARE
UNDER THE IMMEDIATE EYE OF THE JUDGE MAY WELL BE AS FEISTY AS YOUR DOG AND THIS
DISTRACTION MAY PREVENT THEM FROM SHOWING AT THEIR BEST.

GREAT PLEASURE IS GAINED BY WINNING. NO ONE ENJOYS THE MISERY
OF LOOSING. IN THE PAST I HAVE EXPERIENCED MY SHARE OF THE
LATTER. KEEP IN MIND! DOG SHOWING IS SUPPOSED TO BE A
PLEASURE. AVOID TAKING THE WHOLE MATTER TOO SERIOUSLY. TRY TO
LOOK ON THE BRIGHT SIDE ALTHOUGH YOU HAVE HAD A LESS THAN
SUCCESSFUL ON THE DAY. - NEXT WEEK, 'ANOTHER SHOW - ANOTHER
JUDGE' THEY,PERHAPS WITH A DIFFERENT VIEW AND OPINION -
BRINGING FURTHER OPTIMISM AND HOPE FOR FUTURE SHOWS.

NORMAN BERRY (RENDORN)
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